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Aquatic species at risk 


The Fishing Industry and 
the Species at Risk Act 


Like many people involved in Canada’s commercial 
fishery, you probably have questions about the 
country’s new Species at Risk Act (SARA) and 

what it means for you. While the specifics vary 
depending on the fish you catch, there are some 
important—and helpful—things to understand 

in general about the Act. 


What it’s all about 


The Species at Risk Act was created to prevent wildlife 
species from becoming extinct. It requires Canada 
to provide for the recovery of species at risk due to 
human activity, and to manage species of special 
concern, making sure they don't become endangered 
or threatened. SARA not only prohibits the killing, 
harming, harassing, capturing or taking of species 
at risk, but also makes it illegal to destroy their 
critical habitats. 
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Obviously, no single organization or entity can be 
responsible on its own for achieving the goals of 
SARA. Governments and stakeholder groups across 
Canada must all work together. In fact, the Act was 
designed to encourage such cooperation. 


So, while the fishing industry has a role to play in 
meeting the requirements of SARA—a role that 
will demand some changes in the ways the industry 
operates—it wont be acting alone. 


Working together 
Under SARA, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 


must produce recovery strategies and action plans 


for aquatic species listed as endangered or threatened. 


Recovery strategies for fish and marine species 
currently listed under SARA will be developed in 
close collaboration with the fishing industry and 
must be completed as soon as 2006. 
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At DFO, we're working closely with fishers to 
ensure that the protective measures we develop 
as part of these strategies and plans are practical, 
effective, and in keeping with a sound fisheries 
management approach. 


Specific measures could be required for any given 
fishery. The possibilities include restrictions on 
bycatch of listed species; modifications of fishing 
gear; modifications of fishing season openings; 
fishing area closures; and closures or reductions 

in fisheries. Obviously, we want to ensure that a 
sustainable fishing industry can be maintained while 
meeting the requirements of SARA to protect species 
at risk. That’s why all measures will be developed by 
DFO in collaboration with the affected fisheries. 


Canada 
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The Aquaculture Industry and 
the Species at Risk Act 


Canada’s growing aquaculture industry has the 
potential to play an important role in the economic 
future of the country. At Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO), we're committed to helping the 
industry develop in a responsible manner that 

will benefit all Canadians—through sound, 
future-minded management practices. These days, 
many aquaculture operators have questions about 
the implications of Canada’s new Species at Risk 
Act (SARA) for their businesses; this fact sheet 


provides an overview. 


What it’s all about 


The Species at Risk Act was created to prevent wildlife 
species from becoming extinct. It requires Canada 
to provide for the recovery of species at risk due to 
human activity, and to manage species of special 
concern, making sure they don’t become endangered 
or threatened. SARA not only prohibits the killing, 
harming, harassing, capturing or taking of species at 
risk, but also makes it illegal to destroy their critical 
habitats. The Act became law in June 2003, and 
becomes enforceable in June 2004. 
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Obviously, no single organization or entity can be 
responsible on its own for achieving the goals of 
SARA. Governments and stakeholder groups across 
Canada must all work together. In fact, SARA 


was designed to encourage such cooperation. 


Aquatic species at risk 


Today, 34 aquatic species have been classified ‘at risk’ 
under SARA; an additional 28 species are under 
consideration. Those listed currently include the 
spotted and northern wolffish, Atlantic whitefish, 
and Inner Bay of Fundy salmon as well as marine 
animals such as the leatherback turtle and sea otter. 


Working together 
Under SARA, DFO must produce recovery strategies 


and action plans for aquatic species listed as endangered 
or threatened. Recovery strategies for. freshwater and 
marine species currently ligtéd under’SARA will ‘be 
developed in collaborapjon ini the fishing and 


aquaculture industrieg/and my ESTE as 
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At DEO, we intend to work with associations and 


members of the aquaculture industry to ensure that 
the protective measures we develop as part of these 
strategies and plans are practical, effective, and 
environmentally sustainable. We want to ensure 
that a sustainable aquaculture industry can be 
maintained while meeting the requirements of 


SARA to protect species at risk. 


What SARA means for 
aquaculture operators 


Under SARA, restrictions may be introduced on 
where new aquaculture operations may be established. 
Areas of critical habitat may be designated “off 
limits,” and access to brood stocks may, in some 
areas, be subject to special controls or prohibitions. 
The same could be true of pesticide use. There may 
also be changes required to methods of predator 
control and waste disposal. 


For example, the harbour porpoise—identified as a 
species of special concern—may be affected by 
audio-based predator control systems in certain areas. 
It is conceivable that, in future, restrictions may be 
put in place to protect this marine mammal. As 


‘recovery strategies are completed and critical habitats 


identified over time for species at risk, additional 


_- restrictions may be put in place to protect other 
species potentially affected by aquaculture operations, 
such as the Inner Bay of Fundy salmon and the 
Northern abalone. 
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Recreational Boating and 
the Species at Risk Act 


For millions of Canadians boating is a way of 

life, offering the chance to get out and see the 
world from a fresh perspective. It’s a pastime that 
comes with certain responsibilities. And with the 
introduction of Canada’s new Species at Risk Act 
(SARA), it is likely that some of those responsibilities 


will evolve. Here’s what you need to know. 


Protecting wildlife 


The Species at Risk Act was created to prevent wildlife 
species from becoming extinct. It requires Canada 
to provide for the recovery of species at risk due to 
human activity, and to manage species of special 
concern, making sure they don’t become endangered 
or threatened. SARA not only prohibits the killing, 
harming, harassing, capturing or taking of species at 
risk, but also makes it illegal to destroy their critical 
habitats. The Act became law in June 2003, and 


becomes enforceable in June 2004. 
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Aquatic species at risk 


Today, 34 aquatic species have been classified ‘at 
risk’ under SARA; an additional 28 species are under 
consideration. Those listed currently include the 
spotted and northern wolffish, Atlantic whitefish, 
and Inner Bay of Fundy salmon as well as marine 
animals such as the leatherback turtle and sea otter. 


Under SARA, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
must produce recovery strategies and action plans 
for aquatic species listed as endangered or threatened. 
Recovery strategies for fish and marine species 
currently listed under SARA will be developed in 
collaboration with stakeholders, and must be 
completed as soon as 2006. These strategies and 
plans may include restrictions on boating activities 
to protect either the species themselves or their: som 
critical habitats. 
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What is critical habitat? 


To put it simply, critical habitat is vital to the survival 
or recovery of wildlife species. It may be an identified 
breeding site, nursery area or feeding ground. For 
species at risk, such habitats are of the utmost 
importance, and where possible must be identified 
in recovery strategies or action plans. 


Species are designated ‘at risk’ by the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC), an independent body of experts 
that assesses wildlife according to a broad range of 
scientific data. The federal Cabinet then decides 
whether those species should be listed under the 
Species at Risk Act. This decision is made after 
consultations with affected stakeholders and 


. other groups. 


Canada 
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Recreational Fishing and 
the Species at Risk Act 


Protecting wildlife species from the risk of extinction 
is the responsibility of all Canadians. Whether 
youre a sports fisher, lodge owner, fishing-tour 
operator, tackle or boat retailer, one of the most 
important things you can do is understand your 
obligations under the country’s new Species at 


Risk Act (SARA). 


What it’s all about 


The Species at Risk Act was created to prevent wildlife 
species from becoming extinct. It requires Canada 
to provide for the recovery of species at risk due to 
human activity, and to manage species of special 
concern, making sure they don’t become endangered 
or threatened. SARA not only prohibits the killing, 
harming, harassing, capturing, taking or possessing 
of species at risk, but also makes it illegal to destroy 
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their critical habitats. The Act became law in 
June 2003, and becomes enforceable in June 2004. 


Obviously, no single organization or entity can be 
responsible on its own for achieving the goals of 
SARA. Governments and stakeholder groups across 
Canada must all work together. In fact, SARA was 


designed to encourage such cooperation. 


Aquatic species at risk 


Today, 34 aquatic species have been classified 

‘at risk’ under SARA; an additional 28 species are 
under consideration. Those listed currently include 
the spotted and northern wolffish, Atlantic 
whitefish, and Inner Bay of Fundy salmon as 

well as marine animals such as the leatherback 
turtle and sea otter. 
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Working together 


Under SARA, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
must produce recovery strategies and action plans 
for aquatic species listed as endangered or threatened. 
Recovery strategies for fish and marine species 
currently listed under SARA must be completed 

as soon as 2006. Those strategies will be developed 
in consultation with stakeholders, and will take 
into account the potential impact of changes on 
recreational fishers in Canada. 


The ultimate goal of these consultations is to ensure 
that the protective measures we develop at DFO 

are practical, effective, and in keeping with a sound 
fisheries management approach. The possibilities 
include restrictions on bycatch of listed species; 
modifications of fishing gear; modifications of 
fishing season openings; and closures or restrictions 


fo) 
on fishing areas. 
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The Species at Risk Act and 
Critical Habitat for Aquatic Species 


For years now, it has been recognized that to 
prevent wildlife species from becoming extinct, 
their habitat must be protected. Canada’s Species 
at Risk Act (SARA) presents new requirements for 
identifying critical habitat—and new measures 
for protecting it. Whether youre installing a new 
culvert, starting a new dredging operation, or 
developing a hydroelectric power dam, here’s what 


you should know about SARA. 


What it’s all about 
The Species at Risk Act (SARA) was created to prevent 


wildlife species from becoming extinct. It requires 
Canada to provide for the recovery of species at risk 
due to human activity, and to manage species of 
special concern, making sure they don't become 
endangered or threatened. SARA not only prohibits 
the killing, harming, harassing, capturing or taking 
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of species at risk, but also makes it illegal to destroy 
their critical habitats. The Act became law in June 
2003, and becomes enforceable in June 2004. 


Obviously, no single organization or entity can be 
responsible on its own for achieving the goals of 
SARA. Governments and stakeholder groups across 
Canada must all work together. In fact, SARA was 
designed to encourage such cooperation. 


Aquatic species at risk 


Today, 34 aquatic species have been classified ‘at 
risk’ under SARA; an additional 28 species are under 
consideration. Those listed currently include the 
spotted and northern wolffish, Atlantic whitefish, 
and Inner Bay of Fundy’ salmon.as well as marine 
animals such: as the léatherback turtle and sea otter. 
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Government 
Publications 


Working together 
Under SARA, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 


must produce recovery strategies and action plans 
for aquatic species listed as endangered or threatened. 
Recovery strategies for fish and marine species 
currently listed under SARA will be developed in 
collaboration with stakeholders, and must be 
completed as soon as 2006. 


These strategies and plans will identify any habitat 
considered critical to the survival or recovery of 

a species, and will outline protective steps to be 
taken: from education and stewardship initiatives 
to modifying or restricting development activities, 
enhancing habitat or undertaking further scientific 
research to better understand species and their 
habitat. Protective measures will be developed by 
DFO in collaboration with affected stakeholders. 


Canada 


“yid-dsy/eo-93-09"Jos-sMo' maa //:d94 

118 SUSqaM FSH WU} UsIA ‘UONeUIOFUT BIOUT IOF 
“epeury syeg pue OAC ‘epeurd iuowuoMsUy 
4q Aprurof paseueur si ay ‘satanoe dryspremais 
[eo] srosuods (q¢gH) ysny 3 saroads soy wesZo1g 
dryspremaag ye1gep] oy] “Yst1 ye saidads jo yeigey 
ay} ya10I1d 0} sdajs sane aye OsTe uKD NOA “WTS 
YIM souetyduroo ur a1nod aims Suryew woy iedy 


"eo 03 ANSISaTWYYS' MMM 3 SUTTUO 

Ansiar sjqnd WyYs ea MarA Jo ‘saarequasardar 
JUIUTUIOAOS [eJopay pur yerourtaoid ‘qedrorunur 
ayetidoidde mo qoequos aseayd ‘ysis ye saroods ynoqe 
a10W INO puyf OF ‘AQUNOD dy} ssosDe sotIOy NE 
jequouruorAud yediorunur pur yemuraoid pure 
‘suOneIdOsse UOTIBAIASUOD ‘sdnoIs Japjoyrayeas 01 
soiiqisuodsai asoyi aIwOTUNWUUOD TIM epeurD Jo 
JUIUIUIOAOL BUT “WYVS YIM Ajdusoo aye1sapun nod 
sjoafoid Aue 1eyp ons ayeur 01 Aipiqisuodsas MOA st 1] 


Zop noA ues yeu 


€099-997-998-T su0ydapay 
v0‘ odul-o7p HoyUr ‘jew 


We OAC PerIUOD IC) 


‘SUBIDQ) PUP SITIOYSL JO JOISTUT|] 9Y1 WOT OS OP 01 
uonezIJOYyINe Noy yeuqey ys Aonsop 10 adnasip 
‘Joye Aynyursey 01 pnymeypun Apvoasye st UW Jap sazsagstq 
oy} Jopun ‘ajdurexa Jo0,J ‘UMO TOY Jo suonda10I1d 
JUPAIJII SPNPUT YSTYM Jo [fe Jp UO1IA104T SLIT HA 
IQVsIANAy HA Pur JP salaqsh] AP YYAD op se yons 
UON]SISI] IOYIO JO 9soyi YIU AyssoyuTVes WYLYS JO 
suoneJopisuod ay} AlseUT 01 SI CJC JO UOISIA sy] 


‘VUVS Jopun paroaroid syeirqey pur saroads 

Jo a0uasaid ay} JOpIsuUOd MOU JIT s}USUUSsasse pu 
SMOTAIT ISIY TL “(VWWAD) PP 1uaussassp JvJuUIMUoLIAUT 
UVIPVUDT) IYI JoOpUN passasse ‘sased IUIOS UT ‘pur 
JY UONINOAT SLAY IJQUSIAYNT IY PIP satdags1y 

dy} Jopun pamotAas vaio ore sjesodoid asay ], 

‘JazeM Jesu JO uO sealord 10F sesodosd Jo MatAai 
ay} SuNdayFe UONeJopisuod ATUO ay} 10U ST WYAWS 


UOI}E|SIsa| payejas pue yUVS 


“"Vuvs Aq pesueyoun si peaosdde 

soy spaford Sunturgns Jo ssado1d ay Tay] 2y3 
pue siursod ‘sjeaordde jeus0y ysnory) pazioyine 
pure (209741 Yi JO UONPUTGUIOD sUUOS IO) soTIOYyINe 
[esJopoy 10 yerouraold ‘qedo] Aq pamoraas aq isnul 
—sospliq 01 seule WoIJ—syIOM AUY “poMmarAdl 
are syoaford yorym Aq ssaooid oy} aBueyo 1ussop 1 


eoIS-ANSISITYYYS MMM « 
B0°9S YstEsoIods'mMMM + 
(yur ys2y 4” satsads uo yD1]9) vd"93"oduI-OJp'mMMM « 


“JISTA aseayd VuUVS jnoge 2JOW INO puy OL 


UONEWIOJU! BIOW 104 


‘uorionnsuod pur JUsUIdoOJaAap UO suONDIIsAI 
mou osodun Aeur pue ysi1 ye saioads Jo yeuqey 


[eo out Aossop Ol jesoqyl i Soxye uu Vuvs OTT 
auies ay} Sulewias ssao0id ay 


ss ‘sleo1y1 asou 

Sulssaippe 03 saysvoidde ourpino pur yeiqey eon 
0} siearyi AyNUAPT isnuT satsa1eNs assay] ‘podoyaaap 
aq 01 sueyd uonoe pure sardarems AIaA0da1 sasmmbar 
VUVS ‘sadads & Asi] 01 SpeUT sT UOTSIDOp sy) I9UQ 


‘sdnois 1940 

pue sioppoyayeis powayye YUM suorepNsuol 

JOYE Speul SI UOISIDAP SIU], YIP y¥sIY 4 Satzad> 

ay} JopunN parsiy] aq pynoys sarseds asoyi JayIOYyM 
soplep Udy} I9UIqeD [e1Opay ay] “eIep SIFMUAIS Jo 
asueI PROIG & 0} BUIPIODOL IJI[P]IM sassasse Jey) 


sjiadxo Jo Apog 1uapuadapur ue “(DI M\ASOD) 
a 


epeUe’) Ul MI[P]IA\ Polosuepuy Jo snyeig ay} uo 
so1TurW07) ay Aq JJsII Je, payeusisap ase saisadg 


b) 


‘surjd uonoe Jo sarsaye.s AI9AODAI UT papnpoul pure 
‘g1qissod ary M ‘paynuapt aq isnur pue ‘aoueio0dut 
JSOULIN IYI JO ore syeqey Yons “yst1 ye saidods 

JO] ‘punoss Surpsey Jo vare Alasnu ‘us SUIPI21qG 
poynuopr ue oq Aeur yy ‘saioads aytppyiM Jo AraA0deI IO 
[PATAINS oY} 0} PRIA st JeITGeY eorD ‘Aydurts wind oy, 


dveWGey [EIS St JEU 


928282195 ° 


1 


a 


ni i 
’ rm 
- 


3% ye , 5 . Pav 1 2 it ry y sa y ia Ah 
| . Yi shan tea 
i . are WN M ne ie a 
» . i bar a F ae uh ont au 
y 


ean ee a) ae 


ie 


vite ae i en 4 
in ; hige ie: Me oe ie 


- oe os Y o 


: . _ to 
reg y lf ae Ma a 


Delay 
ot 


